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India Social & Cultural Centre

Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Awardee

1 May 2019

Dr. V.C. Ravindran
Payyanur

Dear Doctor Ravindran,

| am delighted to leam that the Elite Populace of Payyanur is honouring one of the
active members of India Social & Cultural Centre, Abu Dhabi (“ISC'), Mr. V.T.V.
Damodaran ("VTV") for his contributions to Socio-Cultural and Humanitarian activities,
and you are bringing out a Souvenir to commemorate this occasion.

| must emphasize, it was under the initiative of VTV, many folk arts of Kerala were
brought and performed at the ISC and other parts of gulf countries.

One of the most significant achievements of his life was the installation of the statue of
Mahatmaji at the ISC premises for which the entire Indian diaspora are proud of him.
Furthermore, he has brought and installed a Charka, the symbol of Indian
independence, at the Indian Embassy premises in Abu Dhabi. VTV will ever be
remembered for his multifarious selfless deeds, be it charitable, philanthropic, cultural,
or literary.

I wish continued success to VTV for his noble work and salute the people of Payyanur.

Yours sincerely,

D. Natarajan
Hon.President
India Social & Cultural Centre, Abu Dhabi

Wiebsite : www.iscabudhabi.com

info@iscabudhabi.com : iy S 3= «TAVTTALL ;G- « F2UVT 03 il - Ganall Ay pall 2 il il = A0 2 i e
P.O. BOX : 816 - ABU DHABI - UAE - TEL. : 02-6730066 - FAX : 02-6732899 - E-mail : info@iscabudhabi.com



AADHARAM
PROGRAMME
COMMITTEE:

Chairman:
Dr.V.C. Raveendran

Working Chairman:
Prof. K. Rajagopalan

Convenor:
Dr. E. Sreedharan

Vice Chairmans:

K. P. Balakrishna Poduval
K.U. Vijayakumar

P.U. Rajan

K.P. Sreedharan

A.K.P. Narayanan

M.T. Annur

Keybeeyar Kannan

P. Sukumaran Master

Treasurer:
K. Krishnan Master

Members:
C.V.Vinodkumar

U. Rajesh

T.K. Santhosh
Satheesan Sathidevi
E. Devadas

Chithran Kunhimangalam
U. Narayanan

V.VK. Poduval

P.M. Balakrishnan

P. Mohanan

B. Sajithlal
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I have always hero worshipped my friend V.T.V.Damodaran as a
veritable’David’. Soft-spoken but gently assertive, never argumentative yet
convincing, ever ready to yield but never yielding on stands, the never-say-
die attitude in the face of adversity, and above all, the meticulous methodical

preparation of proposed projects, no wonder this man has ‘conquered’ so many

goliaths in this stride.

My association with this gem of a man was through MRCH (Malabar
Rehabilitation Centre for Handicapped), Payyanur. Dr. Mohan Ramdas the
Founder President, Late Prof. P.V. Padmanabhan and myself visited UAE in
2004 with the intention of seeking assistance from the expatriates to raise funds
for our proposed school building for the special school. VTV and his team
took charge of our entire expedition, arranging stay, convening meetings with
expatriates, arranging media coverage and finally ensuring that a substantial fund
was realised. What stood out during our UAE mission glaringly was the way
VTV handled our programs, taking into account the rules and strict work ethics
of'that country. He literally adopted MRCH and roped in other philanthropists to
join hands with MRCH. It was indeed a revelation to observe the way he paced
our itinerary and the way he cajoled and inspired persons and associations to
attend our meetings. As the natural culmination of our friendship,VTV along
with M. Abdul Salam, Amir Thayyil and T.P. Gangadharan joined MRCH as
associate directors.

I would like to point out on record that, since then, VTV and his
innumerable contacts has been the backbone of the financial source of MRCH,
including a subsequent fund raising visit 2 years later. Moreover we were
aware of the role VTV played in our special school bagging the prestigious
Chirayikkezhu Ansar International Award Instituted by Friends of Abudhabi
Malayalee Samajam. And also the way he ensured the offering by Padmashree
M.A.Yusuf Ali a Whopping Rs10 Lakhs to MRCH at the award handing over
ceremony. He was also the main instrumental force in MRCH acquiring a 12
seater school van as donation by the Payyanur Souhruda Vedi, Abu Dhabi.
MRCH owes a lot to this diminutive giant for its phenomenal growth as well as
its sustenance all these years.

This man never ceased to astound me with manifold activities in diverse
fields; be it training of the expatriates and staging of the Payyanur ‘Kolkali’ in
the UAE, innumerable charity projects like Home for the Homeless, being a
benefactor of charitable projects such as MRCH and HOPE, liaisoning with
Indian Embassy and Astute Diplomatic Wire- Pulling to help expatriates in
trouble, acquiring sufficient proficiency in arabic literature to enable him to
translate a few poems, being a Maverick by embracing the Baha’i Faith etc
etc. But his most brilliant accomplishment, his masterpiece without doubt, is
the enshrining of the Gandhi Statue at the entrance of India Social Centre, Abu
Dhabi.The audacious conception of a statue in a country which is averse to
idol worship, the harnessing of funds for the project, the judicious selection
of Chithran Kunhimangalam, the most apt artist, for the task, the arranging
of a befitting ceremonious send off to ‘The Gandhi’ at Payyanur, taking care
of the logistics involved in the transport (Replete with impediments and red
tapism) and the final enthroning of the vibrant figure of the Father of our Nation
in a grandiose function in Abu Dhabi; The whole story has a ‘Bhageeratha’
touch to it. Shri V.T.V.Damodaran, with this one deed has made Indians proud.
A diminutive giant, indeed! 3
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Why
Mahatma?

after Gandhiji’s birth

or twenty years after
he ceased to walk this
earth. Needless to
say | never had the
opportunity to see him
or hear him in person;
my exposure to him
in the initial years
of my life was the
story of independence
at bedtime by my
grandmother
Niveditha, watching Nivedita’s sister
Tarunika spinning the charkha and a
chapter in middle school text book.

October 2nd, National holiday
in India and the minute of silence on
the 30th of January each year have
served as a constant recall on the
name Mahatma and the person
Gandhi.

The film Gandhi by Sir
Richard Attenborough, like many
from my generation was the first
real comprehensive exposure

Iwas born 99 years
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Curator, Mahatma Gandhi
Digital Museums
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to Mohandas Karam-
chanth Gandhi, | was
14 and it was a film that
moved me to accepting
the power and wisdom
of the man. | saw the
English version.

Over the next
twenty six years his
name and context
have crossed me a few
times, some in the form
of simple discussions
and some in the spate of films from
Bollywood that hover around his name.

What | am trying to say is that
I come from a generation that sees
Gandhi multiple times a day with out an
emotional connect or a realisation of the
values he stood for. Our recall is limited
to the image of Gandhi on the Indian
rupee notes, postage stamps and dusty
photograph in government offices.

I am from a generation that
does not associate Khadi with peace
and non violence but with politics and
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corruption. The charkha is just an Uber
kool artefact. And the context of Salt is
lodised or not.

| am from a generation that
has lost the power to learn from his
experiments of truth. All we get is trivia
and 1000 word articles whether or not
he said the words “Hey Ram” when he
was assassinated. Or if he was to be
blamed for the politics of that day or
have we put him on a pedestal that’s
too high.

We have forgotten to see the
glass full, its time to move on and
leverage his principles for the success
of humanity. We need to draw from
his experiments, he was a scientist
of Human Values and scientists don’t
make mistakes they experiment. A
scientist never fails, he is a creator, if
he is in the process of creating a heat
conductor, in every so called failure he
is creating an insulator.

Learning from a
Man we made the
Mahatma

Power of being morally
right. Your opponent’s
conscience is your
biggest ally. One of
Mahatma Gandhi’'s
strongest  strategies
was to bring into play
the conscience of
the opponent as an ally and this is
only possible if you are morally right.
However | was confronted with a
question. In today’s world does the
opponent have a conscience?

What happens to this power of
being morally right, if the opponent’s
conscience does not exist?

Then a few weeks later |
recalled a clip from a wildlife Television
Channel...It shows a leopard killing a
baboon as it's a sworn enemy and a
major food source in the wild. But then
something changes when it realise that
the baboon has an infant with it. The
predator transforms into a protector
and the leopard spends the entire night

{27 B

protecting the newborn against a pack
of hyenas. | don’t think that an animal
(Humans included) exists in this world
that does not have a conscience and am
convinced that the Gandhian principle of
being morally right would still hold true
as long as the animal world exists on this
planet.

Change Agent and Karma Yoga

The concept of karma is powerful,
however the message and practice has
been diluted. The message is more
associated with fate, referring to the
good and the bad events in life as being
associated with, “Your karma” indicating
the Hindu Philosophy of rebirth and deeds
in past life drive your present. It is a great
source of optimism and helps us all live
an optimum life... but what about the 2nd
half of the message that you need to be a
change agent in present life and practice
Karma Yoga.The concept of practicing
Karma Yoga s
simple - be a change
agentexpectnothing
for your actions and
| think one of the
best examples of a
KarmaYogiinthelast
century is Mohandas
Karamchand
Gandhi.

Simple
messaging
is effective messaging

Gandhiji with his message of Non
cooperation and Non violence kept it so
simple that people from all sections and
layers of society could relate to it, much
like the product positioning of the | pod, a
simple device with a single control point
providing an effective solution of high
quality music.

His call for the boycott of foreign
clothes and yet be cheered during his visit
by the workers of the British cloth mills
shows the power to communicate in a
simple but effective manner with reason.

| hope that the generations of
today will draw from his experiments of
life and seek their interpretations
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100 Years of Excellence
in Service...

THE NEW INDIA ASSURANCE CO. LTD.

India’s Premier Multinational General Insurance Company
Owned by Government of India

24th floor,
arir Email: niaal
Web: v

‘Q ONIBSIDT CNISD;

@O 1 (ZEIOBUI BENIE:

U830 MAQUIM MaO&GeM G,
&lloo.mmud. 3971, Augsyd, Tel:04985-266567 email: 397 1vellurbank@gmail.com

PrajeshZ.Kumar@axisbank.com
+91 9961340825
www.axisbank.comfburgundy

Payyannur

AAXIS BANK No. 1072A, 1st Floor,

Goltens Arcade,
Payyannur - 670307
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Smt. Sushama Swaraj
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H.H. Sheikh Abduliah bin Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan
[Minister of Foreign Affairs & Intemational Ce ytion)
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Malayala Bhasha Padasala Award
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World Malayalee Award

Padmasree Dr. YousafAli MA.

p—

Muscot PSV Award
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A person’s most useful
assetisnota

head full of knowledge,
but a heart full of love,
and ear ready to listen,
and a hand willing

to help others
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The best way to find yourself

is to lose yourself in the service of others
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POI.IIERtherm

THE PP-R PIPING SYSTEM
FOR HOT AND COLD WATER

POUIGERPlastics

Ultimate Pipeline Systems

POWER PLASTIC FACTORY

P.O.Box: 8831, JURF INDUSTRIAL AREA 3, AMAN, U.AE
Ph :- +971 6 7401074 Fax:- +971 6 8860146
Mail 1D:- ppf@powergroupgcc.com

HEAD OFFICE
P.O.BOX: 47703, Abu Dhabi - U.A.E
Ph: +971 2 6315935, 6315912
Fax: +971 2 6315961

wWwWw.powergroupgcc.com

DEALERS IN:
Building Materials, Sanitary, Hardware, Paints Tools,
Electrical PVC, uPVC Pipes & Water Tank
Mussafah, Abu Dhabki Ph: +271 2 5538687, Fax: +971 2 5597894
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MAJOR HONOURS & AWARDS

‘FOLKLOREACADEMY AWARD'OFTHEGOVT.OFKERALA (2005)
(This is the first time, a Non-Resident Keralite was honoured
by this body)

‘BEST SOCIAL ACTIVIST AWARD OF THE YEAR 2008’

by the World Malayalee Council.

(Thisaward was presented during January 2009 at their Global
Conference at the India Social & Cultural Centre, Abu Dhabi).

‘AKSHYA NATIONAL AWARD 2010
OF THE AKSHYA PUSTHAKA NIDHI.

FIRST KERALA GANDHIGRAM AWARD
(for gandhian activities) - 2012

‘PRAVASI SAMSKRITHI PURASKARAM' of 2009
by Malayala Bhasha Padasala, Kannur

‘OUTSTANDING PRAVASI PURASKARAM-2010’
by Rotary Club of Payyanur.

‘MASTER OF FOLKLORE AWARD'
OF THE INDIA SOCIAL & CULTURAL CENTRE, ABU DHABI.

‘AWARD’ FROM THE SOUHRUDA VEDI OF QATAR
Presented by the Indian Ambassador to the State of Qatar.

‘PATTUM VALAYUM’
by the Alumini of Kannur SN College, Abu Dhabi.

‘BEST SOCIAL WORKER AWARD’
by the Risala Study Circle, Abu Dhabi
during December 2012 at Abu Dhabi.

‘KESARI AWARD’
by the Akhila Kerala Kalakara Samithi, Kannur.

‘KALANIKETAN STATE AWARD’
by Kalanikethan Trust, Kodakkad, Kasargod.

‘UMMA AWARD’
(Union of Malayali Music and Arts), Abu Dhabi.

@
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